Phage restriction and the presence of small plasmids in Salmonella enteritidis.
Between 1990-1994, a total of 16,505 S. enteritidis strains of human, animal and food origin were phage-typed, using the Hungarian scheme and the changes of incidence of the dominant phage types were monitored. The incidence of PT1 (corresponding to Ward's PT1 was very high between 1990 and 1992 (67.9-71.0% of the total S. enteritidis isolates), later, it decreased. The prevalence of PT6 (corresponding to Ward's PT4) was rare until 1992, then it gradually increased. The phage type and plasmid content of 78 Salmonella enteritidis strains were determined. Small plasmids were present in 59% of the isolates, together with a serotype-specific (38 MDa) plasmid. A correlation was found between the presence of the small plasmid and phage restriction to two phages used for subdividing the Hungarian phage types 1 (PT1) and 6 (PT6) of S. enteritidis (corresponding to PT1 and PT4 in Ward's typing scheme, respectively).